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ENROLLED BILL 
(H. n. No. 70) 

AN ACT to amend and re-enact section seventeen, article three, 

chapter twenty-nine, official code of West Virginia, nineteen 

hundred thirty-one, relating to exit doors of public buildings 

and buildings to which the general public has access; to reg

ulate unsafe conditions in buildings, and to provide for a re-

view by the state fire marshal of the orders of certain officers . 

Be it enacted by the Lcgislaforc of West Virginia: 

t ,01:~:: ::·:, ·:::·:;,:::: :::::::::·:~~~:·::::::::, : 
- ~ \ 

!i \ amended and re-enacted to read as follows: 
~~ -g ~ 

~ ~----~- :] Sec:tion 17. , c., 

~ : 
2 and theatres, excepting one and two-room school houses and ~-i 

All the exit doors of all school houses, churches 

1 
~: 1 

G~ 5 buildings which are open to the general public and to which 

\~-~ the general public ha\·e nccess may, in the discretion of the fire 

3 country churches, and all other buildings used for public as-

4 semblnge&, shall swing outward; all the exit doors, of all other 



2 [Enrolled H.B. No. 70 

7 marslrnl , be required to swing outwa!'d, if, in the judgment of 

S sairl fire marshal, the public welfare and safety, may !'equire: 

9 Provirlecl, howc-1,er, That the provisions of this section shall not 

10 apply to exit doors of rooms used for mercantile stores and shops. 

11 Any O\\"ner of such property, his agent, lessee, OI' trustee, or 

12 any otlwr person \\"ho shall Yiolate any of the pl"oYisions of this 

13 pal'agraph, or any ordel' of the said fil'e marshal shall be guilty 

14 of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, before any 

15 ,justice of the peace or other comt of competent jurisdiction, 

16 shall be fin ed uot les,; than ten or more than fifty dollars, and 

17 eve1·y day such Yiolatiou continues, after notice from said fire 

18 marshal, shall constitute a separate offense. 

19 If any officer naml'd in the preceding section shall find any 

20 lmilcling or other structure, which, for want of repairs, or by 

21 reason of age, or dilapidated condition, or for any other cause, 

22 is espcciall? liable to fire, and which is so situated as to en-

:2:l dangPr other buildings 01· property, or if nny such officer shall 

24 fi11d in any building or upon any premises any combustible or 

25 explosiYe nrnte1·ial or inflammable conditions dangerous to the 

26 safrty of such building or prrmises, he shall have power to make 

27 reasonable orders for th e repair or remon1l of the same, and 






