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AN ACT to amend and reenact section twenty-eight, article five,
chapter three of the code of West Virginia, one thousand nine
hundred thirty-one, relating to time allowed employees to vote,
and providing penalties.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virgimia:

That section twenty-eight, article five, chapter three of the code
of West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, be
amended and reenacted to read as follows:

Section 28. Time Allowed Employees to Vote. Every per-

2 son entitled to vote at any election who may be employed by

3 any person, company, or corporation on the day on which

4 an election shall be held in this state, shall on written demand

5 of such employee, be given some period of three hours, or

6 more if necessary, between the opening and the closing of the

7 polls, on said day, for the purpose of enabling such person to
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repair to the place of voting to cast his vote and return; and
he shall not be liable to any penalty and no deduction from
his usual salary or wages on account of such absence.

Any company or corporation violating the provisions of
this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon con-
viction thereof shall be fined not less than five hundred nor
more than one thousand dollars. Any person who may have
employees, entitled to vote, or any officer, agent or manager
of any company or corporation who shall violate the provisions
of this section by failure or refusal, on demand of any em-
ployee or employees, to arrange time for such employee or
employees, entitled to vote, to vote, or in any way prevents
or attempts to prevent any employee in the employ of such
person, company or corporation from attending any election,
or from freely exercising his right of suffrage, at any election
at which he is entitled to vote, shall, in each instance, be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall
be fined not less than one hundred nor more than five hundred
dollars, or be confined in the county jail for not to exceed
sixty days, or both fined and imprisoned, in the discretion

of the court.
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