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AN ACT to amend article four, chapter eight of the code of
West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as
amended, by adding thereto a new section, to be desig-
nated section thirteen-b, relating to the power of cities,
towns and villages to levy and collect an annual privilege
tax on any business or occupation, upon which the state
imposes an annual privilege tax under article thirteen,
chapter eleven of the code of West Virginia.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That article four, chapter eight of the code of West Virginia,
one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, be
amended by adding thereto a new section to be designated sec-

tion thirteen-b, to read as follows:

Article 4. Powers, Duties and Allied Relations of Municipal
Corporations, Councils or Officers.

Section 13-b. Business and Occupation Tax.—Whenever

2 any business or occupation, upon which the state imposes
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an annual privilege tax under article thirteen, chapter
eleven of this code, as amended, is engaged in or carried
on within any city, town or village of the state, the council
or similar governing body may by ordinance, unless pro-
hibited by existing law, impose a similar privilege tax
thereon for the use of the city, town or village: Provided,
however, That in no case shall the rate of such municipal
privilege tax on a particular activity exceed the rate im-
posed by the state, exclusive of surtaxes.

Any taxes levied pursuant to authority of this section
may be made operative as of the first day of the current
fiscal year and each year thereafter.

If any sentence or paragraph of this section shall for
any reason be adjudged invalid by any court of competent
jurisdiction, such judgment shall not affect, impair or
invalidate the remainder thercof, but shall be confined
in its operation to the sentence or paragraph or part
thereof, directly involved in the controversy in which
such judgment shall have been rendered.

All acts, special or general, inconsistent with the pro-

visions hereof are hereby repealed.
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