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[Passed March 9, 1951; in effect from passage.]

AN ACT to amend chapter eight of the code of West Virginia,
one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, by
adding thereto a new article to be designated article six-
teen, relating to authorizing a flood control project in this
state by counties or municipal corporations and empower-
ing counties and municipal corporations to enter into
agreements with the federal government and to accept
federal funds available for flood control.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That chapter eight of the code of West Virginia, one thou-
sand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, be amended by
adding thereto a new article to be designated article sixteen,

to read as follows:
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Article 16. Flood Control Project.
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Section 1. Establishment and Operation of Flood Con-~
trol Project by Counties and Municipalities.—Any county,
city, or town in this state may establish, construct, main-
tain, and operate for such county, city, or town, a flood
control project, including the removal of accumulated
snags and other debris, and clearing and straightening
the channel of navigable streams and tributaries thereof,
and such county, city, or town may accept all benefits,
moneys, services, and assistance from the federal govern-
ment in connection with any agreement as authorized
by federal statutes and laws relating to flood control,
and such county, city, or town, under such agreements
as required by Section 701c, Title 33, United States Code
Annotated, or other federal statutes, shall be authorized

to givé assurances satisfactory to the secretary of the
army or other proper federal authority that such county,
city, or town will provide: (a) Without cost to the
United States all lands, easements and rights of way
necessary for the construction of the project; (b) hold

and save the United States free from damages due to
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the construction works; (c¢) maintain and operate all the
works after completion in accordance with the regula-
tions prescribed by the secretary of the army. Any such
county, city, or town is further empowered to levy, with-
in constitutional and statutory limitations, for the main-
tenance or operation of a flood control project, and to
purchase land situate therein for the same, and is em-
powered to institute condemnation proceedings for the

A\
acquiring of any fuc"h-\lana fequir‘ed ‘under 'the’-ﬁo\t;i‘d con-
trol project, and may authorize the issuarice and sale of
bonds within consti‘cu‘cional~ and statutory.\ limitation, as
is provided under the general provisions of law for the
issuance and sale of bonds by counties and municipalities
for public purposes generally. Real or personal property

or moneys may also be acquired for such purpose by

gifts by such county, city, or town.
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The Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills hereby certifies that

the f%oin bill is correcﬂ}grlled.
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