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ENROLLED
Senate Bill No. 177

(By MR. McCoURT, MR. PRESIDENT)

[Passed March 9, 1972; in effect from passage.]

AN ACT to amend article ten, chapter eight of the code

of West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one,
as amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated
section one-a, relating to municipalities and providing
that notwithstanding any charter provision to the contrary
the governing body of every municipality shall have
plenary power and authority by ordinance to authorize
the mayor to employe an attorney or firm of attorneys
as special municipal counsel to represent the municipality
in connection with any legal matter or matters; and pro-
viding that the ordinance authorizing such employment
shall be consent on behalf of the municipality to such
attorney or firm of attorneys to represent other clients in
other legal matters involving such municipality, but re-
quiring such attorney or firm of attorneys to file with the
recorder as a public record a statement of disclosure
identifying such other client and the nature of the matter
in controversy directly involving such municipality.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That article ten, chapter eight of the code of West Virginia,
one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as -amended, be
amended by adding thereto 'a new section, designated section
one-a, to read as follows:

ARTICLE 10. POWERS AND DUTIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS.

§8-10-1a. Authority to hire special counsel; consent to other
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representation.

Notwithstanding any charter provision to the contrary,
the governing body of every municipality shall have
plenary power and authority by ordinance to authorize
the mayor to employ within the limit of funds available
for such purpose, in lieu of or in addition to the municipal
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attorney or municipal solicitor and any assistant munici-
pal attorneys or assistant municipal solicitors, an attorney
or firm of attorneys as special municipal counsel to repre-
sent the municipality in connection with any legal matter
or matters. The ordinance authorizing such employment
shall be the consent on behalf of the municipality to such
attorney or firm of attorneys to represent other clients
in other legal matters involving such municipality, but
at the time of representation of any such other client in
any such other legal matter in controversy directly in-
volving such municipality, such attorney or firm of at-
torneys shall file with the recorder as a public record a
statement of disclosure identifying such other client and
the nature of the matter in controversy directly involving
such municipality.
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The Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills hereby certifies that
the foregoing bill is correctly enrolled.
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