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AN ACT to amend and reenact sections two and thirteen-a, article

twenty-six, chapter eighteen of the code of West Virginia, one
thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, relating to the
West Virginia board of regents; defining higher education in-
stitution to include private proprietary educational institutions
within the state operated for profit; and providing that rights
granted previous to the adoption of section thirteen-a shall
not be infringed.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That sections two and thirteen-a, article twenty-six, chapter
eighteen of the code of West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred
thirty-one, as amended, be amended and recnacted to read as fol-

lows:

ARTICLE 26. WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF REGENTS.
§18-26-2. Definitions,
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Notwithstanding the provisions of section one, article one
of this chapter, the following words when used in this article
shall have the meaning hereafter ascribed to them unless
the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

(a) The term “board” shall mean the West Virginia board
of regents.

(b) The term “state colleges” shall mean Bluefield State
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College, Concord College, Fairmont State College, Glenville
State College, Shepherd College, West Liberty State College,
West Virginia Institute of Technology, West Virginia State
College, West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine and
any state community college or other state institution of
higher education which may hereafter be established and not
designated as a “university.”

(c) The term “state college” shall mean one of the state
colleges.

(d) The terms “state universities”” and ‘“universities” shall
mean Marshall University and West Virginia University and
any other state institution of higher education which may
hereafter be established and designated as a “university.”

(e) The terms “state university” and “university” shall
mean one of the state universities.

(f) The term “community college” shall mean any in-
sitution of higher education which has been designated as a
community college by the West Virginia board of regents
under the provisions of section thirteen-b, article twenty-
six, chapter eighteen of this code.

(g) The term “higher educational institution” shall mean
any institution as defined by sections 401(f), (g), (h) of the
Federal Higher Education Facilities Act of 1963, as amended,
and shall also mean any private proprietary educational in-
stitution in this state operated for profit which offers one or
more programs leading to a degree.

§18-26-13a. Accreditation of institutions of higher education;

standards for degrees.

The West Virginia board of regents shall make rules and
regulations for the accreditation of all colleges, universities
and other institutions of higher education in the state, and
shall determine the minimum standards for the conferring of
degrees. No institution of higher educational status may
confer any degree on any basis of work or merit below
the minimum standards prescribed by the West Virginia board
of regents. Nothing contained herein shall infringe upon the
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rights, including rights to award degrees, granted to any in-
stitution by charter given according to law, or by actions of the
West Virginia board of regents, previous to the adoption of this
section.

No charter or other instrument containing the right to
confer degrees of higher educational status shall be granted
by the state of West Virginia to any institution, association
or organization within the state, nor shall any such degree
be awarded until the condition of conferring such degree has
first been approved in writing by the West Virginia board
of regents.
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