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AN ACT to amend and rccnact §7-22-9 of thc Codc of West
Virginia, 1931, as amended, rclating to permitting the
Monongalia county commission to lcvy a spccial district excise
tax.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That §7-22-9 of the Codc of West Virginia, 1931, as amendcd,
bec amended and recnacted to rcad as follows:

ARTICLE 22. COUNTY ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS.

§7-22-9. Authorization to levy special district excise tax.

I (a) General. — County commissions have no inhcrent
2 authority to levy taxcs and havc only that authority cxpressly
3 granted to them by the Legislature. The Lcgislature is
4 spccifically extended, and intends by this article, to ecxcrcisc
S certain rclevant powers expressed in scction six-a, article X
6 of thc Constitution of this statc as follows: (1) The
7 Lcgislaturc may appropriate statc funds for usc in matching
8 or maximizing grants-in-aid for public purposcs from thc
9 United States or any dcpartment, burcau, commission or
0

1 agency thercof, or any other source, to any county,
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municipality or other political subdivision of the state, under
such circumstances and subject to such terms, conditions and
restrictions as the Legislature may prescribe by law; and (2)
the Legislature may imposec a state tax or taxcs or dedicate a
statc tax or taxes or any portion thercof for the benefit of and
usc by countics, municipalitics orother political subdivisions
of the state for public purposcs, the proceeds of any such
imposed or dedicated tax or taxes or portion thercof to be
distributed to such counties, municipalitics or other political
subdivisions of thc state under such circumstances and
subjcct to such terms, conditions and restrictions as the
Lcgislaturec may prescribe.

Bcecausc aspecialdistrict excise tax would have the effect
of diverting, for a specified period of years, tax dollars which
to the cxtent, if any, arc not essentially incremental to tax
dollars currently paid into the General Revenue Fund of the
statc, the Legislature finds that in order to substantially
cnsurc that such special district excise taxes will not
adversely impact the current level of the General Revenue
Fund of the state, it is nccessary for the Legislature to
scparately consider and act upon cach and every economic
dcvclopmentdistrict which is proposcd, including the unique
charactcristics of location, current condition and activity of
and within the arca included in such proposcd cconomic
opportunity development district and that for such rcasons a
statutc morc gencral in ultimate application is not feasible for
accomplishment of thc intention and purposc of the
Lcgislaturce in cnacting this article. Therefore, no economic
opportunity development districtcxcisc tax may be levicd by
a county commission until after the Legislaturc cxpressly
authorizes the county commission to levy a special district
cxcisc tax on sales of tangible personal property and scrvices
madc within district boundarics approved by the Legislature.

(b) Authorizations. — The Lcgislaturc authorizes the
following county commissions to levy special district excisc



46
47
48

49
50
51
52

53
54
55
56

57
58
59
60
61

3 [Enr. S. B. No. 1001

taxes on sales of tangible pcrsonal property and services
madc from business locations in thc following cconomic
opportunity development districts:

(1) The Ohio county commission may levy a spccial
district cxcisc tax for the benefit of the Fort Henry cconomic
opportunity devclopment project district which comprises
threce hundred contiguous acres of land;

(2) The Harrison county commission may levy a spccial
district cxcisc tax for thc bencfit of the Charles Pointe
Economic Opportunity Decvelopment District  which
compriscs four hundred thirty-scven acres of land; and

(3) The Monongalia county commission may levy a
spccial district excise tax for thc benefit of the University
Town Centre cconomic opportunity district which compriscs

approximatcly onc thousand four hundred fifty contiguous
acres of land.
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